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May God Bless the New Life Refuge Min-
istries and their mission, may God Bless the
victims, and may they find refuge, hope, and—
ultimately—healing.

HONORING THE GILROY DISPATCH
OF THE CITY OF GILROY

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the Gilroy Dispatch (Dispatch), the
local printed news source for the City of
Gilroy. On September 12, 2018, the Gilroy
Dispatch will celebrate a true milestone, its
150th anniversary. | would like to commend
the Dispatch for its century and a half of serv-
ice, fellowship, and leadership to the Gilroy
community.

Founded initially as the Gilroy Advocate, the
Dispatch is one of the oldest continuous busi-
nesses in the region. The Dispatch has chron-
icled the community’s growth from a small ag-
ricultural town to the nation’s Garlic Capital.

The Dispatch has been at the heart of its
Gilroy community through connecting neigh-
bors to each other and to small businesses. It
continues to serve as both a spotlight and
watchdog for neighbors and readers alike on
the changes and developments in Gilroy.

In its history, the Dispatch’s pages have ac-
counted for stories of all sizes and angles. It
has chronicled wars, fires, earthquakes, floods
as well as new schools, big harvests and cit-
izen achievements. Despite its many awards
over the years, the Dispatch is most proud of
the trust it has earned by the Gilroy commu-
nity.

As the Gilroy Dispatch celebrates 150 years
of service to the Gilroy community, | join in
congratulating them and wishing them the best
for the next 150 years.

HONORING JANE L. HOUGH

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor
of Jane L. Hough, who passed away on Au-
gust 11 at the age of 91. She was a friend to
me and to many who live in Salem, the city
she loved. While most notable as the first
woman to serve on Salem’s City Council, she
contributed in many ways to the welfare of her
community.

Jane was born in Norton and grew up in the
coalfields of Virginia. She attended Randolph
Macon Women’s College, where she earned a
dual degree in Latin and math. Her son Andy
told the Roanoke Times that she still spoke
fluent Latin years after graduating, but she
drew on her math degree to teach algebra at
Andrew Lewis High School.

Jane was a longtime member of the Salem
Republican Committee. In 1972, she decided
to run for Salem’s City Council. She ran as an
independent, won, and served three terms,
helping Salem find its footing in its early years
as an independent city. Her leadership boost-
ed the city’s fiscal health. During her tenure,
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she served on the executive board of the Vir-
ginia Municipal League and the National
League of Cities’ Small City Commission.

Jane’s active citizenship in Salem extended
beyond her time in elected office. Beside her
career as a teacher prior to her time on City
Council, she mentored children at the Virginia
Baptist Children’s Home supervised by her
husband Franklin. Beginning in 1953, she also
helped beautify the city by planting and land-
scaping as a member of the Salem Garden
Club.

Jane is survived by Franklin, her husband of
69 years; their four children, Frank, Amelia,
Jay, and Andy; their four grandchildren, Amy,
Morgen, Lucy, and Samantha; and their great-
grandchildren, Amelia and Olivia. She will be
missed in Salem, the city for which she did so
much.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
available and missed Roll Call Vote 390. Had
| been present, | would have voted “Nay” on
Roll Call No. 390.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF SENATOR JOHN MCcCAIN

SPEECH OF

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2018

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, thank you to Mr.
HILL for organizing this tribute.

Last week, Arizonans said goodbye to our
senator, our patriot, and our hero, John
McCain. Thousands of us took. | time off work,
school, and or daily lives to pay our respects.

We honored Senator McCain because he
was first and foremost an American patriot. He
represented the very best about our country.
He was loyal above all else to our core values
as Americans. Before he left us, he wrote us
a parting letter. One part of that letter spoke
to me, and should be a daily reminder for us
all:

“[W]e have always had so much more in
common with each other than in disagree-
ment. If only we remember that and give each
other the benefit of the presumption that we all
love our country, we’ll get through these chal-
lenging times . . . believe always in the prom-
ise and greatness of America, because noth-
ing is inevitable here. Americans never quit.
We never surrender. We never hide from his-
tory. We make history.”

John lived those values in the halls of the
U.S. Senate, at home in Arizona, and around
the world as a beacon of light and hope.

The memory of John McCain will never
fade, but it's up to us to carry on his legacy.
We must strive to find common ground and
stand taller than the divisive and toxic politics
of the moment. Some days, some will fall
short of the expectations we set for ourselves,
but we must wake up each day determined to
do better and do right by the American people.
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No matter our party, we should all aspire to
live up to his measure and always try to do
what's best for our country.

———

REPUBLIC OF THE RIO GRANDE:
THE 7"TH FLAG OVER TEXAS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, to a Texan,
“Six Flags” is more than just the name of an
amusement park. As those of us from great
state know, the term refers to the six different
flags that have flown over our state: those of
Spain, France, Mexico, the Republic of Texas,
the Confederacy, and—since 1865—the flag
of the United States.

However, what many folks don’t know is
that there was a 7th flag over Texas that has
long been overlooked: the flag of the Republic
of the Rio Grande. Now, if you’re from the little
border town of Laredo this is no news to you.
Laredo has adopted this flag as the city’s offi-
cial flag. It can be found waving on the
streets, hanging on houses, and even promi-
nently displayed in halls of City Council. Red,
white, and black with three stars and two
stripes, this flag is a symbol for a group of
fighting Texians that will not be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, the Republic of the Rio
Grande was a small, unrecognized nation.
After Texas broke away from Mexico, leaders
in other Mexican states were empowered to
do the same. In 1840 the courageous leaders
met in Laredo, Texas and declared their inde-
pendence, claiming the territories of Mexican
states, parts of current-day Texas, and even
New Mexico for the Republic of the Rio
Grande.

Those of us who have taken Texas history
in school know that Mexico isn't a country
keen on giving up territory without a fight. It's
no surprise that the young Republic soon
found itself facing the well-prepared Mexican
army on the battlefield. Despite several
months of intense battle, the revolutionaries
were soon captured. The Republic of the Rio
Grande was no more.

The Republic of the Rio Grande may have
been a small and short-lived nation, but it cap-
tures the mind and spirit of generations of
Texans. The Republic of the Rio Grande re-
minds us all to never give up without a fight,
especially when fighting for freedom.

If you make it out to Laredo, Texas, look up.
The flag of the Republic of the Rio Grande will
be there, waving in the soft breeze. Look up
and remember the brave soldiers that fought
for Texas, the stars and stripes of that 7th
flag, and remember the Republic of the Rio
Grande.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. PETE
HANSE

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Mr. Pete Hanse on being honored
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